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The Importance of Regular Barn Inspections

Barns are a key part of farm life. They protect animals, store tools and equipment, and keep feed safe.
Because they're so important, it's up to the owner to make sure the barn is safe, well maintained, and
meets insurance and safety rules.

Performing regular barn inspectionsisn'tjust a good idea—it's essential. Inspections help preventfires,
protect your finances, keep your insurance valid, and reduce risks. This guide explains why barn
inspections matter, how they relate to insurance, what barn fires can cost, and what it means for
farmers and property owners.

Keeping Barns Safe

Barns can be risky places because of what's inside—hay, dust, feed, and other materials that can catch
fire easily. Old wiring and overloaded circuits are also common causes of barn fires.

Doing regular barn inspections helps you:

e Find and fix electrical problems.
Spot weak areas in the structure, like damaged beams or roof issues.
Clear out flammable materials like dust and debris.
Make sure fire extinguishers are in the right places and ready to use.
Improve airflow to prevent moisture and mold.
Check for pests like mice or insects that can damage the barn.

These simple checks can go a long way in preventing serious accidents and keeping people and
animals safe.

Insurance and Barn Safety

Insurance is an important way for farm owners to protect themselves from big losses. Most farm
insurance policies require regular barn inspections to stay valid. Insurance companies routinely assess
risk based on the age, condition, and safety features of barns; they know that keeping barns in good
shape helps prevent problems and shows that the owner is being responsible.

Many insurance policies say you must keep your barn and other buildings safe and well-maintained.
If you don't do inspections or keep records, you could face:

e Denied claims after a fire or other damage.

e Higherinsurance costs because of increased risk.

e Losing your coverage altogether.

Doing regular inspections—and keeping written notes and photos—can help prove you've done your
part. This can be very helpful if you ever need to make a claim.
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How Inspections Help Prevent Problems

Regular barn inspections are one of the best ways to avoid costly damage. They help you fix issues
early, replace old parts, and add safety tools like smoke detectors, fire alarms, and sprinklers.

What to Check During an Inspection:
e Electrical wiring and outlets.
e Doors, windows, and emergency exits.
Roof, beams, and foundation.
Fire extinguishers and fire blankets.
Ventilation to control dust and moisture.
Safe storage of flammable items and chemicals.
Lightning protection systems.

It's a good idea to inspect your barn regularly—and
especially after storms, renovations, or changes in how
the barn is used. These checks help keep your barn safe
and reduce the chance of incidents, injuries, and other
losses.

Keeping Good Records

When you inspect your barn, it's important to write down what you find and what you fix. Take photos
and keep receipts for any repairs or upgrades. These records show that you're following safety rules
and insurance requirements.

Having this proof can really help if you ever need to make an insurance claim. It shows you've been
responsible and may help you get better coverage or lower premiums.
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Resources

Alberta FarmSafe Plan Manual: Module 4 Inspections

AgSafe Alberta FarmSafe Plan Learning Program (free, online & self-paced program)

AgSafe Alberta FARMERS CARE Program
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https://agsafeab.ca/wp-content/uploads/2023/09/AgSafeAB_FarmSafe_manual_August2023_FINAL2_web_withlinks_compressed.pdf
https://agsafeabseed.ca/course/agsafe-alberta-farmsafe-plan-learning-program
https://agsafeabseed.ca/courses

