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Compliance Guide 
 

Topic: Fixed Ladder Safety Requirements 

Applicable Legislation: Part 8, Entrances, Walkways, Stairways and Ladders  
Section 130(1) – 130(6) of OHS Code 

Applicable unique farming and ranching requirements within the Alberta OHS Code: 130(7) In the case of a 
farming and ranching operation, subsections (1) through (6) must be complied with unless a person who 
is competent or a service provider who is competent provides safe work procedures for workers using 
fixed ladders. 

 
Background 

Fixed ladders are a common fixture on many structures on farms and ranches in Alberta. There are areas of the 

provincial Occupational Health and Safety Legislation that apply to fixed ladders. The legislation pertains to both the 

construction of the fixed ladder, as well as the fall protection provisions that are in place.  

 

Legislation 

Section 130(1) – 130(6) of the Occupational Health and Safety Code in Alberta applies to fixed ladders on farms and 

ranches in the province. It states that PIP Standards (summarized in table 8.1) would apply to any installations after 

April 30, 2004. The PIP Standards summarize cage requirements and fall arrest systems (combination of construction 

and required Personal Protective Equipment). Farms and ranches are given an unique requirement where if the 

structure would not support that configuration outlined in the PIP Standards, a competent person or a service provider 

who is competent must provide safe work procedures for workers who are using the fixed ladders. 

 

AgSafe Alberta Recommendations 

Consider if the fixed ladders on your operation meet the PIP Standards referenced in table 8.1 If they do, a safe work 

procedure will not be necessary. If they do not, consider whether it would be practicable or affordable to bring them 

up to standards. If it will not be practicable, have a competent person or service provider create a safe work procedure.  

 

Sources:  http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/OHS/OHSCode.pdf 

 

http://www.qp.alberta.ca/documents/OHS/OHSCode.pdf
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PIP Standards 
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Excerpts of Alberta OHS Explanation Document 

 

 

 

 


